
Environmental Science Chapter 17 Vocabulary
Complete the crossword puzzle below
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Down
1. the process that powers the sun and 
other stars, two small atoms are combined, 
forming one larger atom of a different 
element
2. radioactive solids, liquids, or gases that 
initially give off large amounts of ionizing 
radiation
3. compounds that can be converted into 
products such as fertilizers, plastics, 
paints, pesticides, and medicines
5. permanently encasing the entire power 
plant in concrete
6. the splitting of an atomic nucleus into 
two smaller fragments, accompanied by 
the release of a large amount of energy
7. when the metal encasing uranium fuel 
melts releasing radiation
8. pollution caused when sulfuric acid and 
dangerous dissolved materials wash from 
mines into nearby lakes and streams
9. one of the most land-destructive types 
of surface mining
11. the extraction of mineral and energy 
resources from deep underground deposits
13. solids, liquids, or gases that give off 
small amounts of ionizing radiation
14. the energy released by nuclear fission 
or fusion

Across
4. a device that initiates and maintains a 
controlled nuclear fission chain reaction to 
produce energy for electricity
10. a type of air pollution that includes 
sulfuric and nitric acids in precipitation
12. the use of pressurized water and 
chemicals to extract natural gas from deep 
layers of shale
15. also known as crude oil, is a liquid 
composed of hundreds of hydrocarbon 
compounds
16. the extraction of mineral and energy 
resources near Earth's surface by first 
removing the soil, subsoil, and overlying 
rock
17. clean the exhaust of power plants to 
remove sulfur and particulate matter from 
emissions
18. part of a machine that spins and 
creates electricity


